Sy

e,




Fly not, cowards and vl']eR I K I " Miguel de Cervan

beings, for a sngmie Saavedian Quixote
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§ Don Quixote | am, and
" profesn is that of a
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Finally, from so little % A‘ V| undoing wrongs, lavishir
sleeping and so mudh R A S & good and avoiding evil. |
reading, his brain dried up from the life given away,

and he went completely out of HiRMhabition and hypocrisy, ar
for my own glory the narrowest

Miguel de CeiSaatesar gy it path. Is that, silly and gc

Quixote
Migliele Cervantes Saawedr
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When life itself seems lunatic, who

knows where madness lies? Perhaps to bé ¢ ¢

too practical is madness. To surk&N8dPins the scepters with ih
dreahghis may be madness. TE6eatness and baseness; Ma%e
much sanity may bé raadness the impossible; Equals different

maddest of all: to see life as it iSRRGt as powerful as de
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as it should be " Miguel de Cervantes B/
Miguel de Cervantes®amvedra, Quixot
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Even among the demons ther&®fe some

worse than others, and among mamyiga€l de CervantesBerve
men there is usually some good. Qu/xoz‘ei
H
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"I do not read," said Don Quixote,
"in a book of chivalry, which | have
none; But | read in this Flos

sanctorum, which is very good.

"And who was that Flas Sanctorum(?

Said Sancho. Was it king or some g
of those who became mills now a

year?

Second volume of the ingenious hi
Quxote of the Mancha, that contji
third exit, and is the fifthfaest
adventutas Alonso Ferandez de
Avellaneda.

On the true identity of Alonso
Fernandez de Avellaneda nothing is
known. Many scholars believe they
the hand of Lope de Vega or some

figurehead in this plot.

Other followings have been made K
Quijote, mainly in FrencHistoire de
I'admirable Don Quichotte de lg Man
two parts written respectively by
Filleau de SauhMartin and Robert
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Challe, an&uite nouvelle et véritable de of as many knightant as they were, the twc
I'histoire et des aventures de l'incomparalble made were enough, to the pleasure an
Don Quichotte la Manche traduite d'un  pleasure ofgbeple whose news they reach
manuscrit espagnol-Hai@at Benegely sonboth in these and in the strange realms.

véritable historiémnknown author. : : .
In this way we give our special homage

But it was this that really raised the stir, to the IV Centenary of the death of
leading even many professors to Cervantes.

complete the reading of theginal in . . .
P g 89 Not without first to invite them to read

this work. It has even been said that the
theunparalleleddventures that

uality of this false
d y our collaborators gave to the

second part is Knight of the sad figure.

superior to the

original, in my And to thank as always the

modest opinion the work of the enlightened in this

true value of this ISSUe:

153 2017

work is to have Josep Barbera Tomas (Spain)%

forced Cervantes to Carmen Urios (Spain); Evandro%

finish his Don Rubert (Brazil); Jorge Chipuli

Quixote and make it (Mexico); Manuel Santamaria

clear that there Barrios (Spain).
wouldbe a third
book:"... let the tired

and already rotten bones Next issue

Regards

of Don Quixote rest in the grave, and do not
want to cafastilla La Vieggainst all the CatS
fueros of death, making him leave the place
where he reallyLlbeg), unable to make third Deadline: Decemberl5

dayAnd new output; That to make a mockery
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Erick Flores: | have always
been and | am a writer of
Scie nce Fiction and Fantasy

By Milho MontenéQuia

A deadly virus, zombies, clones, robots, a child with certain powers, these are
issues addressed by Erick Flores in his notebook In Havana in more difficult
(Ediciones Abril, 2016), with which he won th& Zidlendar Prize, In the genre

of Science Fiction. This young author has been
IHpgar a ver un texto

: Publicado & uno de los
to offer a particular stamp, a very own look a

mayores logros al que

these platforms within the Cuban narrative. His : :
plUede aspirar un escritor, e

otro seria llegar a satisfacer
scenarios, experience emotions and conflicts| publico.

gaining space in the writers' plot of our coun

characters, essentially locatextlverse

that trap the reader and do not allow him to
abandon reading until he knows the final

destination, the outcome.

ovember December153 2017
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This interview offers me an approach, an attempt to share with readers wiat |
o

behird the creative ingenuity, that writing cosmos of an author who is already &

voice inserted in the literary atmosphere of the island.

Digital Magazine miNatura: You have just received the publication of your
storybook In Havana it is more difficult (Echeis Abril, 2016), with which you

zine of the Brief & Fanta

obtained the Calendar Prize, 2015, in the genre of Science Fiction, award téﬁs

much coveted Of the young writers of our country, however, how do you vafue

P



as an authorthis recognition? What does it mean for you torhaterialized an
entire working time in the form of a book?

Erick Flores: | think that the Calendar is one of the most important prizes of
the national literary scene. In fact, the most important one that exists for the
young creators, since no other oa® $0 much promotion and diffustdrefore,
during and afterlike that done by the Hermanos Saiz Association with the
winners and their works. For example, in my case the AHS invited me to prom
my notebook on several TV shows, in the Romerias deiMEpiguin and in
the space on the Saturday of the Book. All of this is very important and

appreciated by the authors, especially if they are young.

As for the other question, | say that getting to see a published text is one of th
greatest achievemetitat a writer can aspire to, the other would be to satisfy the
public. For my part, there are my books that have taken years to complete, but
knowing that is going to be edited and taken to physical is like the final ternt?oj, tr
last bridge to save befohe fpublic, who always has the last word.

tﬁ December#153

Digital Magazine miNatura: | notice in your thematic histories already marked
within the Science Fiction, although the conflicts and emotions that they

experience their characters make of this notebook an mjgorespiosal for the

i@stober Novem

possible reader. Based on this criterion, how do you perceive the current stgte

armas

this genre on the island? From your perspective, what contributions and / o
arguments say aesthetic, thematgive your work a voice, a scriptueal shat

differentiates it and places it within the warp of Cuban narrators?

gof the Brief & F

™

Erick Flores: Well, the genre on the island consists of an excellent collecti

young writers who enter different themes oSthevhile touching those

magazin

conflicts and emotiorteat you have identified. For that part | believe that thisg

new wave of the Cub&fcan go very far, more now with the opening of cultlére



and the wifi and other changes that, in one way or another, end up being
beneficial factors for the propagation efworks outside from the country. Of
course, | could never ignore the work done by Editorial Gente Nueva and the
AmbarCollection, which have opened to the public new authors from all region
of the island.

As for my work, the first thing | point outlst | do not feel very comfortable
talking about this, | prefer that others think about me and, especially, the public
for whom | work and think all the time. But, well, argument and contributions?
Scriptural seal? To see, in my opinion | think one tfitigs that most

characterize me is the way | adopt
| would never do something like

The Martiah or "Gravity . | do
not like that kind of approach to

andhe SF, | prefer the more classic
In most cases to remain silent is the beSpoints of viewfull of situations

catharsis through literature. All of us are
accustomed to endure endless negative

situations that are part of our reality,

solution since none of these hesraedy. of action and adventures or
So my writing, for the most part, reflectshuman conflicts brought to
this reality in one form or another very planes opposed to reality.
dark, pessimistic and easy to identify with

the environment around us. The other

r November Decembe#153 2017

essence | mentioned before: thinking about the public and what they repre%m
my work, whose main objective is to reach the masses and make stories re%d
where they are recognized and come to enjoy almost as much as if they Wé%re
watching a movie. Ah, that is another detail, | always try to take the Iangua&e (
cinema to the texts, matimes have catalogedwmtings as a "cinematographi%

style" and | believe it is true and at the same time tloat phepose

~i ‘ The magazine o



Digital Magazine miNatura: Which authors of the international arena have

marked your writing? Which of these has not beanywu expected?

Erick Flores: Several, | start with Lovecraft and Stephen King, Heinlein, of
course. Then | discovered Dan Simmons and his particular app®@aahdo
terror. At this time, | still have the remnants of Andrzej Sapkowski, who so far
represents the paradigm of good writing in the fantastic field. | am also attracte

by the style of Arturo Pér&everte, although | have not adopted it at all.

As for those who have defrauded me a little | mention Isaac Asimov, because
went to him lookingdr style and not stories, his writing is quite simple and
sometimesrude, but | camot fail to recognize the genius of assuming themes
that never before Had been touched before him, his perspective of robotic
conflicts is unique, phenomenal. Another renda Melville, when | read Moby
Dick could not imagine that such a classic had such a poor writing, | still think
that it may be translation problems, but there are other things like the
indiscriminate use of the first person and the omnipresence ofl |stitoae

knows well what happens in each of the skiffs or what the characters think.

mber December153 20175

Digital Magazine miNatura: What emotionswhether they are rejoicing and 2

N

/ or bewilderment provides you with writing stories whose platform is Scienae
o
Fiction? Why betrothis genre, even knowing that its readers are a very spegfic

group- perhaps selected?

rief & Fanta

Erick Flores: | do not think that the group of readers of $iftés selective or
specific. On the contrary, there are many more people who read this genregha
you ca imagine, especially because it offers them the themes they like, theg
entertainment they need to relax or the adventures capable of attracting th%n |

S
literature that, Yes, it is a genre that plays with disadvantages next to the ciper
|_

y

television, videgames and so on.



As for why | can tell you that | cho&ebecause it's what | like, what | enjoy
and what | consume in my spare time, just like fantasy. When you get such a &
feedback it is impossible for you not to produce something similar with your

personal tastes. If | do, | think you would be betraying yourself.

Digital Magazine miNatura:
Some claim that the writer

translates personological

characteristics proper to his writifi
- understand their characters, &8
stories, verses, etc as a means
of exorcising, of relief. In your -
personal case, how much is there
of Erick Flores in the essence of
beings, the characters who inha
their stories? Are they an

instrument used by the author to

12
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expelemotions, traits, feelings
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are they merely the result of the
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good office of the writer?
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Erick Flores: Sometimes one,
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sometimes another, sometimes there is of the two, it depends. | have alreaﬁy
mentioned catharsis and | can say that, on certain occasions, | do et pé
experiences or what | imagine the personal experiences of some Cubans O:%I fc
should be. Now, getting the reader to identify with the characters and plot, t%at

does respond to some talent and cratft. &

8



Digital magazine miNatura: At the moment you haweveral publications and
many are included in the field of Science Fiction and Fantasy, you have also
received other awards around these genres as Oscar Hurtado, 2009 and Yout
Technical, 2010. Since These realities, could the label of narrator of Science
Fiction and Fantasy be attributed to you? What do you think of the labels or

classifications that are generally attributed to a writer in relation to his work?

Erick Flores: In fact, yes, | have always been and | am a wrié&iaofl
Fantasy. | am not dutred with the classifications, as long as they are in good
faith and not to denigrate an author who has as much right as the most. In that
aspect there are many who think otherwise and use these labels to alienate thi
competition, or underestimate peapkh different tastes to theirs. | hope this
will diminish over time and increase the quality and quantity of wFks of
writers, to the point that they cext ignore us or minimize us more.

Digital Magazine miNatura: This question is almost obligatevizat new

scriptural project are you creating at this moment?

Ber November December#153 2017

Erick Flores: Well, the truth is that I'm very late with my books. | must finis

the third part of Guerra de dragoré®r Gente Nuevand theAmbar g
Collection, | have a compilation of storigkiwthe mainstream to present L%
contests and at least two more novels, both mixing the fantastic with terror,gNh
is One of the genres that | like and | have not yet exploited enough. E
Digital Magazine miNatura: What subject within Science Fiction wgoldl &
never approach? é_
M

5



Erick Flores: Difficult. I usually like them all, even those who | least like,
depend very much on how to approach them. | already have it! | would never c
something like "The Martian" or "Gravity". | do not like that kind of appt@ach
the SF, | prefer the more classic points of view full of situations of action and

adventures or human conflicts brought to planes opposed to reality.

Digital magazine miNatura: As narrator you have condemned the characters
of In Havana it is more difllt to universes and scenarios very crooked, adverse

However- putting you in situatiof

: . Another is Herman Melville, when |
if you had, inevitably, to assume the _ _ _
read Moby Dick could not imagine

_ that such a classic had such a poor
those creatures that you invent, Wh%riting, | still think that it may be

would be? translationproblems, but there are
Erick Flores: What would it be?  Other things like the indiscriminate
use of the first person and the
omnipresence of Ishmael, who know
well what happens in each of the

skiffs or what the characters think.
love the zombie crises and | imagine

skin of one of these protagonists,

The spotsman of the tale that gives
title to the collection. Nothing

personal with him, but he is that |

very well fighting in that context.

si@ctober November December153 2017

Moreover, | am of the opinion that when it touches you, it touches you, andon

©
that sde | find excellent an environment where survival consists of killing or

dying.

Digital Magazine miNatura: What prototype of writer would you never like

become?

The ma@zine of the Brief
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Erick Flores: The elitist. | would never try to do anything "anti", | would not
write in acryptic way or impossible to decode by the readers. As | said, | work f

the public and, if my works do not reach them, | feel that | failed completely.

Burst questions
Favorite theme within the SF

Space Opera, in the style of "Starship Troopers"

What would not you take to a desert island?

Salt water and sand, | think | take them both for granted.

If you could travel back in time and meet your favorite character, what

would you say?

"Remind me something, bro, what should | eat to travel to Kadath?"

Favourite dish

Spaghetti with ham.,

What music do you listen to?

Rock: Heavy Metal and Melodic Power Metal.

Which book would you recommend? Which one?

“The long march" by Stephen King, super good.
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"Paradise", if it was hard for Heras Leon to read it farngagine the others.

Super power

Curing and slow aging factor. Wolverine, all time!

About Interviewer:

Milho Montenegreseud- (Havana, Cuba, 1982) Degree in Psychology.
Graduated from the Literary Training Center Onelio Jorge Cardoso. He has
published~aces of City (David Award Mention, UNEAC 2012 and Mention Félix
Pita Rodriguez 2013).

About Interviewee:

Erick Flores Taylor (Havana, Cuba, 1982) Graduated from the Literary Tragnir

Center Onelio Jorge Cardoso. In 2004 he won the Arena Prize afalhe Spi

Decemt%r#lss 2017

Workshop and was a finalist of the Minicuentos Contest El Dinosaur. He has

m

won several awards in the contest called by the Juventud Técnica magazin;é. I
2010 he won the Oscar Hurtado Fantasia Award from the Open Space Wokksl
and in 2011 he was alsemeded the Casa Tomada. His stories have been 5

S

published as part of the anthologies Axxis Mundi and In his brands, ready, cEijtu
(Editorial Gente Nueva). It has also been included in Time 0 (Compilation oz
Stories of Science Fiction by Raul Aguiar), peglsahthe XXI International
Book Fair by Editora Abril.
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I still think what it is ...

I can not imagine anything else, no
matter how hard I try

~

Well, what I'm telling you ...
The same happens to me...

I do not see giants ...

That's why I prefer Tolkien ...

Well, no, I only see mills
No giants ...
As well as squinting a little Not putting imagination

Only mills
Well, no ... I still see the same ...
It does not change anything even But put a little imagination,

if it puts crossed eyes Try to extrapolate the image

Try to narrow your eyes a little,

Well, it's ... nothing at all ...
I see nothing but what there is

With the sun against it,
Or at night ...
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Don Quixote

(Fragment)

Chapter VIIk Of the good fortune which
the valiant Don Quixote had in the terrible
and undreamhtadventure of the windmills, KDW JUD/DWEB"6DQFKR

with other occurrences worthy to be fitly , 7KRVH WKRX VHHVW W

KLY PDVWHU “ZLWK V\EKl
By Miguel de Cervantes y Saavedra gome havehem nearly two leagues

ORQJ p

recorded

“JRUWXQH LV DUt DsQJLQJRRONWWRPUWY ZRUVKLS
better than we could have shaped our
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desires ourselves, for look there, windmillsand what seem to be their
friendSancho Panza, where thirty or arms arefie sails that turned by the
more monstrous giants peat wind make the millstonéR

themselves, all of whdrmean to "W LV HDV\ WR VHH

engage in battle and slay, and with 4 x| [RWH "WKDW WKRX |
whose spils we shall begin to make  this pusiness of aentures; those are

our fortunes; for this is righteous giants; and if thou art afraid, away
warfare, and it is God's good service  ith thee out of this and betake
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to sweep so evileed from off the thyself to prayer wikil engage the
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