


If cats looked like frogs we'd

realize what nasty, cruel little

bastards they are. Style.
That's what people
remember.”

Lords and Ladjes, Terry §
Pratchett.

Q00O
For the cat is cryptic, and close to
strange things which men cannot see. He
is the soul of antique Aegyptus, and
bearer of tales from forgotten cities in
Meroé and Ophir. He is the kin of the
jungle’s lords, and heir to the secrets of
hoary and sinister Africa. The Sphinx is
his cousin, and he speaks her language;
but he is more ancient than the Sphinx,
and remembers that which she hath

forgotten.

The cats of Ulthar, H. P. Lovecraft

QOO

Women and cats will do as
¥ they please, and men and
dogs should relax and get

used to the idea.

Robert A. Heinlein.

love of a cat.

Charles Dickens.
Q00
I would like to see anyone, prophet,
king or God, convince a thousand cats to

do the same thing at the same time.

Neil Gaiman.
Q00O
A cat has absolute emotional honesty:
human beings, for one reason or another,
may hide their feelings, but a cat does

»

not.

Ernest Hemingway
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"I am the cat (Mau), who fought
hard by the Persea tree in Annu on
the night when the foes of Neb-er-
tcher (a form of Osiris) were

destroyed"

The Book of the Dead, Seventeenth
Chapter.

We're all mad here. I'm mad.

You're mad.

Cheshire cat.

It is believed that the tradition of
the nine' feline lives of the Anglo-
Saxon culture comes from Ancient
Egypt. In his cosmogony, nine 1s a
number of great importance
because Atum-Ra (the sun god)
gave birth to nine other gods,

known as The Nine. To visit the

""The Latin tradition of the 7 lives comes from
the time of the Black Plague in Europe when the
cat (Especially the Black) was considered a carrier

of the plague and an ally of the Evil One.
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world of darkness Atum-Ra was
transformed into a cat and to
guarantee his own survival he
endowed with nine lives. That is why
the cats were sacred animals, they
were mummified when they died, they
were kept mourning and they were
penalized for their mistreatment and

murder’.

Let us be deceived by their purring
or the lost gaze of their eyes that drag
us inexorably to another dimension,
like the chariot that Bygul and Trjegul
throw the cats of the goddess Freya.
All the puzzles will disappear with

them.

As always invite you to enjoy this
number, made with great care and
dedication and invite them to
participate in our IX fair of fantastic

poetry miNatura 2017.

* Diodorus Siculus wrote “Whoever kills a cat in
Egypt is condemned to death...” Possibly this
sentence inspires Lovecraft in The Cats of Ulthar: It
is said that in Ulthar, which lies beyond the river

Skai, no man may kill a cat.

To thank as always the participation
to all the writers who accompany us

and their illustrators:

Gaston Barticevic (Argentina);
Carmen Rosa Signes Urrea (Spain);
Elena Fortanet (Spain); Evandro
Rubert (Brazil); Miram Ascta
(Argentina); Glen Collins (USA);
Sergio F. S. Sixtos (Mexico); Ariel
Carlos Delgado, (Colombia); Manuel
Santamaria Barrios (Spain); Rafa

Castello Escrig (Spain)

Regards!

Next issue:

mMAD
SCIZNTISTS

Deadline: March, 1°

January- February- March #154 2017

The magazine of the Brief & Fantastic (since 1999)

H



BASES DEL IX CERTAMEN INTERNACIONAL DE
POESIA FANTASCTICA MINATURA 2017

La Revista Digital miNatura convoca el IX Certamen Internacional De

Poesia Fantastica miNatura 2017

BASES DEL. CERTAMEN

1. Podran concursar todos los
interesados, sin limite de edad,
posean o no libros publicados dentro

del género.

2. Los trabajos deberan
presentarse en castellano. El tema del
poema tendra que ser afin a la
literatura fantastica, la ciencia ficcion

o el terroft.

3. Los originales tienen que

enviarse a la siguiente direccion:

revistadigitalminatura.certamen

esliterarios@blogger.com

4. Los trabajos deberan ir precedidos de la firma que incluira los siguientes
datos: seudénimo (que aparecera publicado junto al poema para su evaluacion),
nombre completo, nacionalidad, edad, direccién postal (calle, nimero, coédigo
postal, ciudad, pais), e-mail de contacto (importante su inclusidon puesto que no

queda reflejada en el correo recibido), y un breve curriculum literario en caso de
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poseetlo (estos datos no seran publicados). A aquellos trabajos que lleguen sin
seudonimo se les aplicara, como tal, el titulo del poema; en el caso de que éste

falte se entendera que el poema lleva por titulo el primer verso y asi sera reflejado.

5. Se aceptara un unico poema por participante. La publicacion del mismo
en las horas posteriores al envio dentro del blog Certamenes Literarios miNatura

http://certamenesliterariosminatura.blogspot.com.es/ previa moderacion, hara

las veces de acuse de recibo, porque la cuenta de correo dispuesta para el recibo
de las mismas no ofrece la posibilidad de mantener correspondencia con los

participantes.

6. Cualquier consulta sobre el certamen o el envio del poema debera hacerse

a la siguiente direccion de correo electronico: revistadigitalminatura@gmaﬂ.com

Importante: la cuenta de correo dispuesta para el recibo de las
participaciones no es un buzén de correo, s6lo admite entradas, no ofrece la
posibilidad de mantener correspondencia con los participantes, ni tan siquiera

queda reflejada la direccion del remitente y no admite adjuntos.

7. Los poemas tendran una extensiéon minima de 10 versos y un maximo de
50 en su totalidad. Deberan presentarse en tipogratia Time New Roman puntaje
12, sin formatos aftladidos de ningan tipo (justificacion, interlineado, negrita,
cursiva o subrayado, inclusién de imagenes, cuadros de texto, etc). De poseerlos
éstos seran borrados para su inmediata publicacion en el blog. (Para comprobar la
extension de los poemas se utilizara una plantilla de documento de Word tamafo
de papel Din-A4 con tres centimetros de margen a cada lado, eso quiere decir que
aquellos versos se sobrepasen una linea en dicho formato quedaran fuera de
concurso pues se entendera que exceden el nimero de versos maximo admitido a

concurso).

8. Aquellos poemas que no cumplan con las bases no seran etiquetados

como ADMITIDO A CONCURSO. Los poemas no etiquetados de esta forma
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dispondran de una unica oportunidad, dentro del plazo de recepcién, para
modificar su envio y que su texto pueda entrar a concurso (NOTA: se ruega a los
participantes que revisen el blog del certamen en los dos dias posteriores al envio
para certificar la perfecta recepcion del poema, de no encontrarlo escriban a la
direccion indicada en el punto 6 de estas bases indicando titulo del poema y

seud6nimo).

9. Las obras, inéditas o no, no deben estar pendientes de valoracién en

ningun otro concurso.

10. En el asunto debera indicarse: “IX Certamen Internacional De Poesia

Fantastica miNatura 2017” (no se abriran los trabajos recibidos con otro asunto).

11. La participacion y los datos exigidos, deberan ir integrados en el cuerpo
del mensaje que no debe quedar en ningtn caso vacio. No se admiten adjuntos de
ningun tipo.

12. Se otorgara un unico primer premio por el jurado consistente en la
publicacién del poema ganador en nuestra revista digital mas diploma. Asi mismo
se otorgaran las menciones que el jurado estime convenientes que seran
igualmente publicadas en el nimero especial de la Revista Digital miNatura
dedicado al certamen y obtendran diploma acreditativo que sera remitido via e-

mail en formato jpg.

13. El primer premio no podra quedar desierto. Los trabajos presentado
seran eliminados del blog una vez se haya hecho publico el fallo del certamen y
tan solo quedaran en ¢l aquellos poemas que resulten destacados en el mismo. En

ningun supuesto los autores pierden los derechos de autor sobre sus obras.

14. El jurado estara integrado por miembros de nuestro equipo y
reconocidos escritores del género. El fallo del jurado sera inapelable y se dara a

conocer el 27 de abril de 2017 y podra ser consultado a partir de ese mismo dia en
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nuestros blogs (Revista Digital miNatura, Asociacién Cultural miNatura

Soterrania y Certamenes literarios miNatura).

También sera publicado en paginas afines y en el grupo Revista Digital

miNatura en Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/126601580699605/

15. La participacion en el certamen supone la total aceptacion de sus bases.

16. El plazo de admisién comenzara el 2 de enero y finalizara el domingo dia

12 de marzo de 2017 a las 12 de la noche hora espanola.

Ricardo Acevedo E. y Carmen Rosa Signes
Asociacion Cultural miNatura Soterrania

Directores de la Revista Digital miNatura
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By Richard Montenegro (Venezuela)’

The human being has the soul of taxidermist, forensics, so if we look at the

popular wisdom oracle Wikipedia, we will see that a journalistic interview can be

classified into thirteen different categories. Some of them as sonorously surprising

as: Appreciative or Interpretive.

Humbly today we bring you
an interview of profile or
semblance, a conversation in the
distance and maintained in time,
that instead of smoke signals,
electrons are sent at high speeds
from one side to another of the
orb: the WEB, a modern version

Of the dreamcatchers of the

Ojibwe. Richard Montenegro,
through Cristina Chiesa,
challenges  Santiago  Enrique
Oviedo on the most varied issues:
personal, professional, literary and

culinary.

The management

Ciencia Ficcion

Fonlosio

’ g\!\"u("‘.

Revista digital NM n°® 16

?This interview was originally published at http:// www.grupolipo.blogspot.com /.../ isaac-asimov-

me-sabe-comida-canada.html
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Digital Magazine miNatura: Cristina, your contribution was fundamental
for the realization of this interview. Could you share with us what was your

impression of the interview and the way it was done?

Cristina Chiesa: Working in this way, as an intermediary, I realized how
difficult it is to schedule an interview, to contact people, to think the questions, to
link them with one another in a dynamic and intelligent way so as not to repeat
themselves and lead the viewer to a Reading that interests, as was this case. I am
honored to have been able to collaborate because I not only refreshed what I
already knew about Santiago but I had the immense pleasure of a daily rapport

with the interviewer who was immensely enriching.

DD DD DDA

Digital Magazine milNatura: How would you present yourself to our

audience?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: At one time writer and translator of fantastic
literature and eventually columnist, in these times I prefer to play as director of
NM, a free electronic magazine, continuation of the Argentine fanzine
Nuevomundo, founded in 1983 by the late writer Daniel Barbieri (Buenos Aires,
1951-2004), dedicated to spreading stories of science fiction, terror and fantasy

written originally in Spanish.
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Digital Magazine miNatura: Do you remember the first book you read?

The knights of King Arthur, in the yellow cover books of the Robin Hood

collection.

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: That book immersed me in the marvelous, in the
sense of honor and tragedy, which would then lead me to dive into Celtic culture

and enjoy the universe of Tolkien.

Years later I read The Death of
Arthur, Mallory, and 1 did not dislike | The herges of classic American
stories were always athletic,
intelligent and brilliant. When the
stereotypes were left out, the answer
was the anti-hero, with a whole
bunch of flaws and sometimes even
ridicule.

those gentlemen who spent more
time outside the armor than inside,
when they received some Castilian in

their abode.

Digital Magazine miNatura: £l Eternauta introduces the novelty
that in history the hero is a common
character, with which anyone can
identify.

How was your first encounter with

science fiction?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo:
Verne's reading of childhood. Bradbury in adolescence and later Lovecratft.

Tolkien almost at the age of majority and then Cordwainer Smith.

From there, an eternal search for new authors.

Digital Magazine miNatura: Does E/ Efernauta mean anything to your

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: The heroes of classic American stories were

always athletic, intelligent and brilliant. When the stereotypes were left out, the
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answer was the anti-hero, with a whole bunch of flaws and sometimes even

ridicule.

E/ Eternaunta introduces the novelty that in history the hero is a common

character, with which anyone can identify.

Daniel Croci, the founder of Nuevomundo, was passionate about the work
of Héctor German Oesterheld, before it was taken as an ideological symbol and,

therefore, adored or criticized, according to who quoted it.

Personally, I like more the

stories of Mort Cinder and then those | e were one of the few countries
of Sherlock Time. that sent monkeys to space with their
own means, but absurdiy we do not

give importance.

Digital Magazine miNatura:
Nor to the fact that we are able to

build nanosatellites, as an option to
larger contraptions, which would be
the first Argentine astronaut, today? more onerous for our limited
economy, because that would have to
accept some success for the
government on duty.

How many Argentine Science Fiction

writers do you think remember Juan,

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: In

January- February- March #154 2017

Argentina the space activity is not
tollowed with much interest, except

the news of impact of the moment.

We were one of the few countries that sent monkeys to space with their

own means, but absurdly we do not give importance.

Nor to the fact that we are able to build nanosatellites, as an option to larger
contraptions, which would be more onerous for our limited economy, because

that would have to accept some success for the government on duty.

The magazine of the Brief & Fantastic (since 1999)

That's on a general level. Perhaps it is the same mentality that determines

(WY

that Argentines are more authors of fantastic literature or terror than CF hard.




Similarly, there was not much magical realism around here, unlike other

countries on the continent.

Digital Magazine miNatura: What author would you recommend to a

reader that starts in CF?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: That, of course, always depends on the

potential reader.

But basically, Philip K. Dick.

Also Fredric Brown.

If you are entering adolescence,
A magician of Terramar. If you are a
little older, Lovecraft and Abelardo
Castillo. Tolkien always. If you are
looking for something deeper, Ernst

Junger.

I do not have much read from

the new authors of the genre, so my

Ernst Junger

recommendations usually go by the

classics.

By the way, always, the great authors of universal literature. Someone who
resists systematically reading CF 1s no worse, after all, than the one who does not

accidentally approach the mainstream.

Digital Magazine miNatura: Santiago, for those who do not know
Abelardo Castillo What could you tells us about him? What would you

recommend to us to get started in your work?
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Santiago Enrique Oviedo: He is an Argentine writer who develops both
in the field of realistic and fantastic. He has excellent management of time and
dialogues. The latter serve for retrospective scenes, because a phrase from a past

conversation is hooked with the phrase of the present and vice versa.

Near our genre, we could mention the story books Ias panteras y el templo and

E/ espejo que tiembla.

Digital Magazine milNatura: If I name you Isaac Asimov in what food do

you think and why?
Santiago Enrique Oviedo: In canned food.

Not one of my favorite writers, |
" In canned food [In reference to

really. Or maybe it's not about him as Asimov] .

a writer, but about the personality I
Not one of my favorite writers, really.

Or maybe it' s not ahout him as a
An example of egocentrism, to | yuriter, but about the personality |
my liking, he once commented from | had, that makes me not like me.

had, that makes me not like me.

one of his works that the original
story had been published 1n a

magazine that included a tale by such a "Cordwainer Smith".

Paul Linebarger excelled in imagination, literary quality and humility.

Digital Magazine miNatura: Santiago, imagine this situation. If you
invited Paul Linebarger to dinner and he gave you the opportunity to choose the

menu. What would they dine?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: Roast duck and beer from Munich
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Digital Magazine miNatura: Do you still have a future to speculate about

the future?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: As a genre, the SF, even despised, will not
cease to exist, because it is a continuous speculation about the future from our
present, even when it is nourished by the past, as in the case of the stream

"steampunk".

If you can vary the quality of production, but it is up to the editors to raise
the rod so that there is no repetition of trite themes, mastered by a cenacle of self-

indulgent friendships.

In that sense, SF is always a challenge. An eternal wonder "what if ...".

Digital Magazine miNatura: If you randomly ask a passerby from Buenos
Aires what science fiction novel has read or which author knows what do you

think he would name?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: Bet on Martian Chronicles as a play, and

Bradbury in general

Digital magazine milNatura: How did you manage to run the magazine

NM and what are the functions you perform in it?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: At the beginning of the nineties Daniel Croci
(real name of Daniel Barbiert) delegated the direction of Nuevomundo to me and
I had to take care of the selection of the material, its ordering, to guide the layout
and to resolve the differences of opinion of the team of Collaborators in case of

discrepancies.
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Years after the disappearance of that magazine, shortly after the death of
Croci, I decided to revive the spirit of that fanzine and to launch a publication

that served to spread the new Pan-Hispanic literature.

The cost calculations discouraged me from facing a paper project and opted
for an electronic format, which allowed me to instantly reach anywhere on the

globe.

After having lived the different stages of management of Nuevomundo
(multidisciplinary team, collegiate body, one-person or democratic management

and others), I opted for the system that I thought was most appropriate.

Consequently, I was in charge of contacting the authors, selecting the texts
and correcting them, designing the publication, composing the magazine,

generating the website and promoting it.

Eventually people came along saying that she had to do this or that thing
and then she was challenged to carry out that proposal. Thus, for example,
Barbara Din improved the graphical aspect and there are those who ensure that

there is also a paper version.

However, the main part of the task is in my hands, seconded by Cristina
Chiesa, who - besides supporting me as a wife - corrects the texts and gives me

their opinion when selecting the material.

Digital Magazine miNatura: Do you think of Daniel Croci frequently?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: He is one of the best friends I had and I

consider that the word "amico' must be used with oreat care.
g g

In childhood and adolescence, some study partners are almost siblings and

may last a lifetime, but they are imposed by circumstances.
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When in adulthood an equal friendship is achieved, on the other hand, one
is already free to choose with whom to meet and one must be very attentive with

the generalizations of everyday language.

I have colleagues and many acquaintances, some of whom I appreciate a lot
and others who deserve me a deep respect. Friends, on the other hand, are few
and inspire me, because of it, absolute confidence. With the death of Croci and

others, I have less and are never replaced, although some new may appear.

Digital Magazine milNatura: Santiago commented that you work with
Cristina Chiesa, your wife, in NM magazine.
Could you name a story or poem that
reflects or defines an aspect of your

relationship?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: E/ [ ajero
(NM 106)

Daniel Croci

Digital Magazine miNatura: Within
the mainstream of literature, it is common (at least in Venezuela) the accusation
that literary backscratching networks define the visibility of authors and it 1s also
common to say that the literary world is limited To a conflict of egos. Based on

your experience Does this play out in today's fantasy world?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: Unfortunately, from what 1 have seen and

lived, I am afraid so and I suppose it will be the same everywhere.

In a universe of writers and publishers broad enough, and with a market in
tune, that would not be more inconvenient, but in areas limited like ours, the

result is often against the quality of production.
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Digital Magazine milNatura: Do you think the Ibero-American reader is

still impervious to reading CF works by Spanish-speaking authors?

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: More than waterproof, reluctant. However,
here in Argentina some small publishers are giving some space, which makes NM

not feel so alone in its effort to disseminate these authors.

Digital Magazine milNatura: What steps should an author interested in

collaborating with Revista NM follow?*

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: When you are already satisfied with the
material, you only have to send it to the email address of the magazine:
revistanm(@gmail.com. If it was previously published, it is approptiate to report

where it appeared, to include it in the credits.

The only requirement is that it be CF, terror or fantasy in the broad sense,

written in Spanish. That is, fantastic pan-Hispanic literature

Digital Magazine miNatura: Do you know the work of a Venezuelan
writer? What do you know about Venezuela's science fiction, fantasy or horror

literature?

* Unfortunately the digital magazine NM disappeared in May 2016. However, all that material did not
disappeat, because everything that was once in http://www.revistanm.com.at can now be found on https: //

sites. Google.com/site/revistanm/.
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Santiago Enrique Oviedo: Unfortunately I know very little of the material

of Venezuela; I barely read anything from Susana Sussmann. Most of the foreign

collaborations for NM come from Mexico, Spain, Peru, Chile and Colombia.

However, in n® 8 I published Ronald Delgado's "Replica" (which later served as

the title for a collection of his short stories), and in Ephraim Gatuzz's no. 37

"Aerophobia".

I hope that in the not too
distant future the proportion of

Venezuelan authors increases.

Apart from that, a friend
born there loaned me a few
years ago some book from
Otrova Gomas, which I found
quite amusing. Beyond that,
Venezuelan literature in general
is a "terra incognita" and I fear
that this happens for most of

the Argentineans

Digital Magazine
miNatura: What did you think

about the Santiago interview?

Otrova Gomas

Santiago Enrique Oviedo: I appreciate your kindness with this interview, I

really liked it. Some questions came out of the ordinary. I found this a real find.

Thank youl!
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Thank you Santiago for giving us the time you spent to answer these
questions and for the possibility of getting to know you a little more and
the work you have been doing with NM magazine. From Venezuela we
send good wishes to you, to yours, to NM magazine and fantastic Hispanic

American literature.

About the interviewee:

Santiago Oviedo (Buenos Aires,
Argentina, 1960)

During the 1980s, he
collaborated with almost all Argentine
fanzines of CF, as a writer, writer and
translator, and by the 1990s he was a
columnist in Fierro's comic magazine
and director of the Nuevomundo

fanzine.

In 2007 he launched the free

electronic magazine NM, dedicated
(like the disappeared Nuwevomundo) to the diffusion of the fantastic literature

panhispanica.

About the interviewert:

Richard Montenegro. Belonged to the writing of magazines Nostromo and

The magazine of the Brief & Fantastic (since 1999) January- February- March #154 2017
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blog: http://grupolipo.blogspot.com/. He is the author of the book 13 fables and
other stories, published by the publishing house the Dog and the Frog in 2007
and 2008; Is co-author of Terrorist Anthology of the Li Po Group published by
the same publisher in 2008, in 2014 of the ebook Worlds: Two years of Science
Fiction and in 2015 of the ebook Three years walking together both books edited
by the Portal Science Fiction. His chronicles and stories have appeared in
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Fellow traveler:

By Manuel Santamaria Barrios (Spain)

They say when the world was young,
when men were beings linked to
nature, they asked the Great Tiger to
speak on their behalf to the gods.
Humans feared the Last Trip, and
wanted a partner to guide them down
the great path. To grant them this
boon, the Great Tiger showed up at
the gates of the underworld. It was a
dark and cold place, but his heart did
not know fear. With his paw he

banged on the gates.

"Who calls with such vitality where

there is no life left?"

"I am the Great Tiger, open up. For
I wish to speak to Nekra, the last

abode, I come on behalf of men."

> Translate by Ricardo L. Garcia Fumero

"Impossible! You are a feared
carnivore and this servant, he is an
undead, I fear the delicious smell of
my rotten flesh tempts you. Strip
yourself of your strength, and only

then you will pass.”

The Great Tiger dropped his golden
skin, thus emerging the shadows’
daughter, Kalim, whose descendants

were thereupon known as panthers.

"Will you open the gates for me

now, Undead?"

"Do you take me for a fool? In here
you would be virtually invisible;
Nekra would strike me on the spot.
Strip off your strength or forget about

the hearing.”

Kalim shed his mantle, thus
appearing the lynx . “And now, can I

pass?”’

"I would not object, but the road is
too narrow and it is written that only
two feet can touch the ground. You
weigh too much to carry you; once 1
was young and powerful, but now
only bones supported by magic

remain of me.”
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The lynx then dropped its last but
one skin, leaving the cat--which had
the intelligence of the tiger and the
invisibility of the panther, but was

light enough to be carried. Thus the

Great Tiger kept his promise to men.
As a tribute the cat would never serve
humans---they would share worlds,

that of the living and that of the dead.
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Letter to Marseille

By Juan Pablo Noroiia (Cuba /| USA)

...but enough about the ingrate. I
must tell you of someone 1 met at
Montsouris Park this Thurs-day. Le
Douanier Rousseau, the one that year
after year aspires to the Salon and
hardly makes it to Les Indépendants,
had with him the daughter of the
Consul of Bonafide. From a distance
she looked like any girl, though soon
you see furry little paws under her
organdy skirt and pointy little ears
coming out of her bonnet. A doll!
Barely talks, which is a virtue. I am

told bonafideans start late, at 6 or 7;

must be glorious to live in that
country. They were behind the
Guignol, 1 ap-proached them, and
right after Monsieur Rousseau’s
courtesies 1 struck a conversation.
Read this slowly: the Consul has
engaged the services of the painter
because his daughter is the only cat
able to see the world like us humans,

in color, and he wants an artistic

career for Tigrine, such a lovely name.

Just then Monsieur Rousseau was
showing her the kites other children
were flying, and how their shadows
on the green grass have a reddish hue.
Unfortunately my talk was a dis-
traction, and little Tigrine sprang in
chase of the shadows of the kites.
Not good for her dress. Monsieur
Rousseau was so upset it moved me
to console him by reminding him that

cats will always be cats.
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The concubine

By Viioleta Balidn (Argentina)

All the buzz was
around my master,
Osaki, the famous
illustrator of geisha
and cats by the
window whose
career was cut short
by the incipient
blindness that
reduced him to
paint only cats, just
because he knew
their shape by heart. And his
deranged concubine, the beautiful
geisha Kuro, who by all accounts
pestered him relentlessly: ‘I'm still
beautiful yet you no longer paint me,
Osaki, you don’t love me.” In my

opinion, it was the master’s

indifference that made Kuro place her
bitterness onto what she detested the
most: the subscriber. My situation
changed. Doors and windows were
kept shut to prevent me from
entering the house. The maid chased
me away with her broom. Leftovers,
as well as the meager sardines,
disappeared.
Banished, I was
forced to hunt. One
day, I was
wandering about in
the garden when
Kuro herself
entrapped me and
choked me to death.
= Wrapping my small
~ body in a tatami she
made a bundle of
sorts and tied it up a tree, next to the
street. Bewildered, the neighbors
noticed a cat’s four legs and a pair of
ears sticking out from the sack.
Children threw rocks at it. But,
embraced by the Merciful, I didn’t
suffer; all I could hear was my

master’s voice calling me to his side.
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How had that wretched woman
justified my absence! That I was a
stray cat? In His Infinite Kindness,
Buda graced me further with an
incorporeal state. I went inside the
studio and found my master
weakened and disturbed. ‘Get to work
Osaki, we need the money,” she
shouted. The bundle still hung from
the tree. Ugh! How disgusting!’
complained the maid as she watched a
swarm of flies preying on it. They
brought it down, and I manifested

myself in the flesh. Horrified, Kuro

ran away and I went after her. She
tripped, lost her clogs and in the fog,
most unluckily, she took a turn into a
dark passage that led straight into the
foul waters of the Shimbashi canal.
Days later, her body washed ashore.
That night, sitting by the burning
brazier the master said: ‘Neko, dont
go away. We'll take that long trip
together, you and 1.” Looking on the
bright side, I jumped on his lap and
cuddled up. The master, finally at
peace, fell asleep at the soft sounding

of my purr.
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Through the

Por Morgan Vicconins Zariah —send.—

(Dominican Republic)

Sondra Binning knew the secret
after went through the barriers of the
virtual reality in a winter night. She
found out that virtual region, hidden
to the common people, thanks to an
avatar who said to be a friend from
the cybergoth club to which she
visited. Every virtual clubbers stand
out by their usual ailuromania. They
came from many cities around the
world. In that region, built up by the
new engineering of the information
taught to the men by a weird Al,
everyone could adopt the most
bizarre forms. The catlike ones were

the favorite. Sondra minded her

password and very soon found herself
in that sanctuary. The moon was drew
upon the eternal zenith of a midnight
sky, in which a deep indigo blue
seemed to picked up the hearts
upward to the small stars shining
around. The temple was roofless, and
in the center, were the crowd

gathered, there was a statue of the

Goddess Bastet.

"Hi Sondra, welcome again to Neo-
Eternal Bubastis, the city where rule
our beloved mother Bastet," said the
mysterious figure with a cat head who
led her the first time through the
virtual reality toward that eccentric

place.

"I want to know who you really are.
You say to be a friend from the club,

but whom?"

"I’ll unveil the secret. Everyone
here lived a past life like a cat in the
temple of our mother Bastet, even
you. The virtual reality it’s a gap for
the elemental spirit of our race
manifest itself as a spiritual universe

taking a conscious form. I’'m Roose,
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your cat. In another time I was the
priest that took care of your

mummification. L.ook inside me..."

After those words, Sondra was

absorbed. Through the Roose’s black

tace with white spots, her honey eyes
got melt with his, unearthing a mystic
past of feline glory, there, in the

magical Egypt from the pharaohs.
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The desire

By Diego Galan Ruiz (Spain)

'Please, my Lord grants me this wish.

Day after day I asked God the same
desire, day after day was not granted
me, but today would finally fulfilled

my dream.

That disgust of life, tomorrow 1s
Monday again and my monotonous

life take its course I said aloud.
While still lamenting the phone rang,
I picked it up quickly might be good

news.
—John Speech, tell me.

His desire is on its way—he said

nothing more and hung up.

My face was a poem, you could say
they had just scare me, who had

called? How did he know my desire?

All this is very strange, I'm sure this
is a joke, it is impossible for anyone to
know of my desire, I would not have
told anyone, I must calm down and
not think about it—I said to myself,
then I decided to stretch on the couch

to sleep.

Morteo was not long in coming for

me.

While sleeping I had a strange
feeling, as if someone fuck me in his
arms and fondle me like a pet

caresses.

Wake Juan and enjoy your desire—
the same voice that had scared me by

phone he woke me up.

I opened my eyes, my wish was
tulfilled, no longer would have to go
to work, a being who had no face me
in his arms, turned into a cat watched

horrified to strange character.

—Take Advantage of your desire—
said nothing more, then I leave it on

the floor and left.

Miaow—I said.
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By Patricia K. Olivera (Urnguay)

He wore dark glasses to protect the
autumnal sunshine that bathed the
square at that time of day. He had sat
on a bench with her legs crossed and
unfolded newspaper. He did not
abandon the position or serenity
when police cars began arriving with

lighted alarms.

Immediately the environment was

filled with onlookers who sought to

know the cause of such a display.
With a half-smile on his lips, trying to
simulate the same astonishment that
the rest of the people, he saw him

leave with his usual elegance.
"Cute pussycat" he thought proudly.

It was no wonder, it took months to
train him for that day; they would not
find any incriminating evidence. Get
collect substantial compensation

when checked that his wife had

disappeared without a trace.

He always knew that the diet of meat
he had devised for his cat someday

would be of great benefit to him.
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The Gats Library

By Hugo Casarrubias (México)

The building was on the outskirts of
Yumglin, the main town of
Timberstirm and from there you
could already notice the kind of place
it was. The largest library on the
continent that housed hundreds of
volumes, encyclopedias, manuals,
papyri, novels, etc. A wealth of
